The Remedy V. 6 e ** the Diſeaſe: 


REASONS 


Againſt Paſſing the 


Ii 


For Preventing the Growth of 


SCHISM. 


To which is added, 
A Brief Diſcourſe of 


\ Toleration and Perſecution, 


SHEWIN G, | 

Their Unavoidable Effects good or bad; 
and Proving that neither Diverſity of Re- 
ligions, nor Diverſityin the ſame Religions 
are Dangerous, much leſs Inconſiſtent 


with good GOVERNMENT. 


na LETTER to a Noble Earl. 


Hec ſont enim Fundamenta firmiſima re Liber. 
_ ſui quemque juri: © retinendi & dimittendi 
eſſe Dominum, Cic. in Orat. pro Balbo. 


| London: Printed for . Baker, at the Black- 
Bey in Pater-Noſter-Kow, 1714. Price 6d. 
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Reaſons, b. a 
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My. Lord, A 88 


'N the aſt Yer of i King Willi! of 
ever Glorious Memory, when firſt” r 
had the Honour to become known to 
voor Lordſhip; I little "thought | 1 
ſhou'd ever, much leſs fo ſoon; be oblig d 
to Write in 'Defence*of Liberty 0 Confei-, 
ence in general, or in | particular the To-- 
leration procur'd* by that 'Heroick Prince 
and his Incomparable Conſort; for the Pr9- 


teſtant Difſenters of this Kin dom of Eng- 57 
juickly juſtify d It 


land.” The Toleration 
ſelf; for; during the jet in King 
Charters" Reign, and in Firt of that o 
King Jumiet, the Face” of Things was moſt. 


deplorable.” What Impious, Vile, and 3 0] 
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Pept,» _ to juſtify 5 Severities 98 d 
a 1er Acgulations of their 

Enemies WL alfe ab their Proceedings 
were ode and Impolitick. They 
were treated with the utmoſt Contempt 
and Scorn ; left at the Mercy of wicked 
Intormers, And more ce rxupt ] udges; laid 
in noiſome Goals, in or Fetons, 
Rogues, and Scoundrels : „ Gilpoſſeſs d of 
their Goods; many of em baniſh'd or 
fled to Foreign Countries; and ſome were 
ſtarv'd to Death in Priſon. The Natural 
Effects 5 b Meaſures (and fuch Effects 
1 8 ever have) were Dil- 
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(5) 
the and general End of all Religien, - 
2 1 Happieſt e fs er 
H, pineſs bere. ' 


bin , than People of all Sides ire diſ- 
pos'd to be Quiet and Neighbourly. They 
think not a Jot the worſe of one another, 
for not Walking one Way to Church on 
Sunday, ſince they may go together every 
Day of the Werk to "Marker: They judge 
of each other's Honeſty or Ability from 
their | Dealings, and not from tlieir No- 
tions. Trade is vigorouſly carry*d' on, 
without any Diſtinction of Sects. Pub- 
lick Charities are encourag'd by a Common 
Purſe, as well as Puhlick Stocks. All 
Meaſures in Favour of the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, or for 4 farther Reformation of 
Manners, are mutuall Concerted. The 
Diſſenters leſs 1 ux t the 
National Churr her, and the ſoundeft: Mem. 

bers af thoſe Churches are cur d of feveral 
Prejudices they had unwarily imbibed 4 
gainſt their Diſſenting 3 Foreign 
Proteſtants dare nom oſettle among us, to 
the great Inateaſe of / qui Wealth nd In: 
habitants! Finally, there art no Informers, 
nor are honeſt induſtrious: Pobpleno ppreſy'd 
by Mercenary Juſticts, ov: rents dy the 
greater Fist. Counter The 
125521 | Idiſſenters 


\ 


t no ſooner is the Toleration. Efta- 2 


(6) 

Diſſenters more eſpecially are Exemplari- 
ly Peaceable, and of a moſt: Inoffenfive Be- 
haviour; nor am I afraid to reckon dem 
among the very beſt of Her Majeſty's Sub- 
jects: For if ſincerely Owning Her, Right 

and Title to the Crown, if being Zealous 
for the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hano. 
ver, which She declares She has ſo much 
at Heart, if cheerfully Paying all Taxes. 
and Duties for the Support of the Go- 
vernment, and if willingly ee 
to the Maintenance of even the Eſtabliſnh'd 
Miniſters, be the Marks of good Subjects, 
pray; my Lord; who are better Subjects 
than the Diſentert ? *Tis not among them 
that whole Congregations refuſe the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Abjurution, nor that 
Sentlemen how their. Averſion to the 
Adminiſtration, by Paying double Taxes, 
They are not the Diſenters that brand the 
preſent | Biſpops, with their whole Clergy, 
Aas: Schiſmatietc. Nor will it be eaſy, if 
indeed d poſſible; to find fingle Inſtances 
among em relating to any of theſe Heads. 
This being therefore the happy ſtate of 
the (Engliſh! Pebple under the Loleration, 
how. little Friends muſt the be to the 
Queen; and Kiugdom, who igo about to 
Weaken ot deſt roy this Tyleration? Can 
it once pe imaginid, That. — 
ine 1 render 
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render the Kingdom more Flouriſhing,; or 
the Queen more Eaſy? And are they not 
anſwerable to God and Men for aſſt the 
Diſturbance, or other | Miſchiefs. of any 
kind, that may follow upon ſo flagitious an 
Undertaking? Will it not unavoidably 
lead People to make invidious Compariſons, 
and regret the Tranquillity they enjoy d 
in King Villiam's Reign? What Jealouſies 
muſt any Attempts of this nature create, 
and who knows where ſuch Jealouſies ma 
ſtop? Particularly at a Juncture when a 
the Britiſo Nations are under ſuch reaſona- 
ble Apprehenſions of a. Popiſh Pretender, 
and when therefore the 45 6555 of all 
Sorts ought to be more ſtrictly United than 
ever. Is ſuch a Period as the latter end of 
King Charles's Reign, or the better part of 
King James's, a pleaſant Proſpe& Fart 
— neliſhman-to expect? For, my Lord, 
ſince the Conſpirators againſt our Religion 
and Liberty think fit to act ſo Openly, and 
without any Diſguiſe; 1 k m ſelf 
bound in Conſcience to ſpeak as Fredly, 
and without any Reſerve: Not dopbting 
but all True Men will be as far from be- 
ing Mealy-Mouth'd, as Faint ⸗Hearted, on 


* 


the behalf of ſo ineſtimable a Cauſe. ; 
Mut paſſing? oxer at . preſent; the:[nferna 
Arziigss vf dhe Conſpfrators to dripg.abou 
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($8) 
their pernicious Defigns, the occaſion of 
this Letter is my great Ubeaſinef at a Bil, 

which the Commons have ſent up to your 

Lordſbips for 2 Concurrence, and which 
hope your Losuſbipt will never give. Not 
that I wou'd charge the Communs with all 
the ill Conſequences, which are gentrally 
feard will follow upon 'paſſing ſuch 2 BiY 
into 4 Law: Far be it from me. But it 
is the higheft Excellency of our Conſtitu- 
jon, That what at any Time, ſhall, thro- 
aſſion or Triadvertence, paſs one Branch of 
the 1.egifſature; may de check d or opt by 
another Branch, more Cool and leſs Frein- 
gag d, I im nota Stranger tothe Sufferings 
of your Noble Family for the Crown and 
the Church, atid ſtill ſeſs ſo to your own 
Well grounded Affection for the Proteſſant 
Fim. I knew your clear Underſtan- 
dipg, and I know: your unqueſtionable In- 
kereſt; which, according as you ſtand Af. 
Feed, will fignilly facilitate or obſtruRt 
any Thing that's propos'd in the Houſe. of 
Peers." 'Tis for this very Reaſon, my Lord, 
tat I humbiy beg the Freedom to lay be- 
fore your Lordſhip the Heads of tlie Bil, 


401 ts 


„ The Bill Provides, © That (windes! the Pe- 
"alftes of Fine, Imprifantnenc and Ineapdrin, 


ba <8:) 
as therein ſpecify Ag no Man nor Woman ſpal 
within thir King demheep any publick or pri- 
uate School, nor Inſiruft any  Touth as Tu- 
tors in Families, either. in Ræading, or 
in, Scholaſtick, - æadenicł, or ather Lite- 
ratur, ber ore Heer Sbe / baue Subſerib'd. 
in the ꝓreſance of. ſome Biſhop, N 
other Ordinary, 4 certain Acknowledgment,\ 
wherein. they declare, That they will Con- 
form fo tbe. Liturg y of. the Church Eng- 
land: Nor wichous huuing previouſly obtain d 
a Licenſe. from the reſpectiue Archbiſhop, 
Biſhop, or 22 * Place under their 
Seal ef Office which Licenſe. ſball not be 
granted, unleſs they, who ſue for the ſame, 
can produce à Certificate of their having re- 
ceiv'd, withina Ttoeluæmonths time before in 
ſome Pariſh.Church, the Sacrament according. 
to the Uſage of the Church of England: 
Nor without they haue taken and ſubſcribd 
the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy, and 
Abjuration. It is. yet further provided by 
this Bill ¶ under the Penalties of Fine, In- 
priſonment, and Incapacity, as therein ſpe- 
cify'd ) ? that no ſuch Se oolmaſter, School 
miſtreſs, Tutor, or Inſtruttor, tho :qualify'd 
in all Reſhefs a. aforeſaid, ſpall willingly 
Reſort to or be Preſent at any Conventicle, 
Aſſembly, or Meeting for the Exerciſe of 
Religion in any otber manner than according 
to the Liturgy, and 1 of the Church of 
" 


| (16) 
England, an whore dh Qucen, choPrinceſs 
Sophia, G0. ave Prop d-for In expreficivinds + 

Neither are thy t TeitcWkny othe* Cate - 

chiſm, than be Catechm ſet forbb 3h the 

Liturgy Aube Chureh vf England; o an 
Exyeſttion thereof aemly allow br. bere- 

er de bel ab ' by the Biſhep F the 

oceſs, Phe ſaid Biſnop of the "Droteſs, 
or other proper Ordinary, are Impomerd to 
Cite the Perſons contravenins theſt Regu- 
 Intions, Fa WM "Puniſh" m by Kala 
Genjure, without an furtber Appeal than 
| 1 , K. — like- 
miſe be Protec did againſs by any one or more 

TFuſtices o Nhe Pears; rye og other” Ap- 

peal from their Sentence, than to the general 

Meeting of the Fnſtices' at the next Quarter- 

Seſſions, aꝛbho are then and there Finally to 

Hetermins the Matter, and wit haut allowing 

4 Writ of Certiorati wu removꝰ into ot ber 

Courts am Cundiction, hr ot her Proceeding 

concerning uny thing in rbe ſaid Bill con- 
a Gland att wn ee 


1 
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Such, my Lord, are the Contents of the 
Bid, wherein Teiching to write by any 
Perſons: not qualify'd as enjoyn'd, was at 
firſt prohibited, tho“ ſince allow'd by an 
Amendment. But 1 know not to what 
purpoſe, ſince Arithmetick, Navigation, — 
Ao An ph lad | 0 A Vous * * 12479 
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all ether parts of the Mathematicks, which 
are generally Taught by Writing Matera, 
are Included in the word Lensturg; and. 
Canſequently may ne langer be 
who, Teach Children for Three-pence: A 
Week, may, inſtruct them in Heading: che 
Bible or even the Liwurgy,of the Church ef 
England. Nay it follows plainly, from the 
Aauſe relating to the Catedhbg/or, that mg: 


Gadfathers.at. their Baptjlim, | 


#thiy 
vach 


reaſonable) tha you ſnould be confin 


( 18 ) 
teach your 18 Daoghter that Modiſh 
Landes ge, unlefs they' conform as there 


requird, which in wt Ho 'Conſciences' they 
cannot always do. | Beſides that it is every 


whit as reaſonable (whieh is to ſay Thighly un- 
d in the 
Chdiee of your Shdeemaker; or your Bar- 
And Truly: che Apptehenſion that 
further "Severities-are intended, is none of 
the leaſt ObjeGions againſt this Bill: as, 
Confidering What's already” paſt, together 
with tde Natutal Temper of certain Perſons, 
ray wir Sechrky can be given, that- the 
Churches of the Diemer: are not defign'd 
to be but up, äs well as their Schoolr? 
thut 4 Reſtraint may de Haid upon Readin 
Books, no lels chan bon Teaching to rea 
chem? as Asopenly piactis d in the Church 
of Rome; "Without. ain! the vey 


| Bibles 1. 10 1 17 


As none can Iove Children better than 
theit . Parents; it appears to me the 
greateſt Watte R p.ima ginable to deprive em 
of the ' 191 to Educate" them in 
the ne Mall think moſt Con- 
dueing to their appineſs here, and here- 


after. But is likewiſe a Thing extremely 
Ipolitick to donne Education to one Sett 
of Men, be they who you p leaſe. For the 


rt Vie made of this Privilege, will be Ea: 
; n- 


PC: 130 

Engroſſing of all Advantages into the Hands 

of one Party, to the infinite Diſcourage- 
ment of the reſt. Ignarance and Barbarity 
will, by this Means, pour in upon us like 
a Flood, ſince nothing, tho' ever ſo true 
in it ſelf; or beneficial to Mankind, will be 
ſuffer'd to be taught, if it interferes in the 
leaſt with the Intereſt of ſuch a pre- 
vailing Party; whereby numberleſs Diſ- 
coveries will be wholly ſuppreſt, and le- 
veral Branches of Literature grow abſo- 
lutely uſeleſs in a Country, where the 
Increaſe of Knowledge is thus bounded. by a 
Law. Then as for the Pretence for ſuch a 
. Law, viz. The Preventing of Schiſn; this, 
on the contrary; is the moſt certain Me- 
thod, not only to occaſion endleſs Schi ſins, 
but to produce the groſſeſt Ens hiaſin and 
Fanaticiſm. Theſe are the Never-failing 
Effects of Ignorance: as they muſt be 
unavoidably ignorant of the Grounds of 
any (Religion, who embrace it upon the 
ſole· Motives of Fear or Intereſt, aud not 
from in ward ſincere Conviction. Thus the 
Heathens, who were foro d ũnto Chriſtianity, 
came over uninſtructed, unedify'd; unſancti- 
fy'd, bringing along with them all their 
falſe Notions and Prejudices, which be; 
came (and upon ſuch Occaſions will always 
become) an ine xhauſtible Source of Hereſy 
NW an 


een) 
and Scbiſn. And to take a View of the 
Matter nearer Home, let it be but impar- 
tially conſider'd, that ſeveral wild undi- 
geſted Notions which were vented among 
ſome of the Diſſenters formerly, when 
their School, and Meeting- Houſes were 
mut up; are ſince, by Reaſon of their 
Liberty for Publick and Private Teacb- 
ing, 
them 


The encreaſe of Knowledge is not only 


proportionable 0 che encreaſe of Schools, 


but is ſtill further augmented by their 


Variety: as firſt, they are a Check upon 


each other in che Publiſping of any thing 


without at leaſt very plauſible Arguments; 
and ſecondly, as nothing more coutributes 
to the Flouriſhing of Literature, than the 
Emulation which muſt Nłteſſarily Reign 
between ſurh NMuſeries of Education, You 
ſee, on the Contrary, what groſs Ignorance 
vidbty prevails,” where: wa Vatiety of 
Sebobli is not allow'd. Compare. dot the 
State of Learning and Knowledge in Popiſb 
Countries, with what it was under the 
Gre and Romans, on whoſe Stock we 
carty on the beſt Trade in thoſe Commo- 
dities) even at this day The Scheolt of 
theſe: laſt were as various as their. Sechs, 


and the ſame Ferſon was frequently. an 
. Auditor 


ie per f nne 
er VII tee Ie nene 8 


(5) 
Auditor in Ml ef em: Nor had. Herb, for. 
example, appaar'd a Quarter ſo \Learned: 
and Able 38 be” does tö the world; if this 
had not been His caſe, às he ſhows it was 
= of the moſt Famous Men of thoſe: 
es. But à feſtraint upon School (which. 
. 1 be * follow'dby a Reftraint upon 
affect our Knowledge in 
Re 2 e all other things. Where 
none are ſuffer'd to oppoſe, tlie People 
aud the Prieſts become alike Ignorant. 
This is eloquently ſet out by an Author 
in theſe words. When the' People bear 
all things ſball be order'd, all things regu- 
lated, IF ſettled; nothing written (he might 
have faid nothin Taught) but what paſſes 
thro* the Cuftom-Houf, 7 of certain Publicans, 
frag haue the Tunnageing and Poundage- 
* 2 all Free. boten truths; hoy wilt 
Reach give the (ny 1 into 
Hands, make em and tut em wh 
gion ou:fleaſe. There he Delighre,” — 
ecreations, and jolly Paſtimes, 'that will 
fetch the Day «bout from Sun to Sun, and 
rock the Tedious Tear as in 4 ' delightful 
Dream. ' What need they © Torture their 
Heads with that which ochers haue taken 
fo firifly and unalterably into their own 
Purveying © Theſe" are the Fruits which 4 


| dull cafe and ceffation of Knowledge will fk 
| os 


4.4 
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* 8 — 5 © G — F — * 
— 2 . 4 


Forth among che. People. . 


(169 
Nen puch batter. 
will be the Conſequence among the Clergy 
themſelves, Ic 10 no neu hing never 
heard of before, for 4 Parochial Miniſter, 
who har his | Reward, and is at his Her- 
culer-Pillars in 4, Warm . RBenefice „ Fo. be. 
eaſily inclinable (if be bas nothing elſe. 


that -may' rouſe 01 10 Studies, ); to finiſh bis 


Circuit in an | Engliſh Concordance and a 
Topick-folio, the Gatherings and Sayings 
of 4 ſober Graduateſvip, 4 Harmony and 


4 Catena; Treading the conſtant Rounds of 


certain common Doctrinal Heads, attended 
with their Uſes, Motives, Marks, and Means, 
out of which ( as out of an Alphabet, or Sol, fa, 
mi) by Forming and Transforming, Foining and 
Diſjoining. variouſly à litttle Book=Craft and 
two Hours Meditation, be might furniſb 
himſelf*. unſpeakably to the Performance of 
a more than Weekly. Charge af Sermon- 
ing ; not to.reckan up the infinite Helps 
of Interlinearies, Breviaries,” Synopſes, and 
other Loitering Gear, But, as for the 
Multitude of Sermons already. Printed on 
every Text that it not difficult, he need 
never fear Penury of Pulpit-Proviſion; 


yet if his Rear. and  Flanks be not im- 


pal'd, if bis Back-Door be not ſecur d by 


. 


the rigid Licenſer, hut that a. bold Book 


may now and then #ſue forth, aud £746 
His I be 


| . 
the Au to ſome d bis old Collections. 
in 2 e eue in 3 bin _ 
he F | 1s ＋ 12 ro 
4% Re and Stutinels _— bis res: 
ceiv'd Opinions; t taal the Rounding: 
Cointer Round: wilh het ofellow I ſpedtord & 
fearing) tft any of tis Fol hes a . bn 
who 'alſd then wouſu be berter:dnſtuSed, 
better [Evercie's, becker Diſciplin'd. - Aud 
God ſend, that thæ Far of r dili | 
whbie h muſt tben be us'd; l not nia 1s! 
affocl the Lazineſs of Licenſeing Church. 
If ſuch Ignorance of Prieſtt and Pe 
cou'd be fe apprehended from Liceuſing 
of Books, 
the Tongues of Adverſaries q how much 
more ſo from the Shutting up rualSchook? 
Which, as I have laid already, will ſoon de 
follow!d by the ſhutting upo Boa! Churches. 
am ſurè theſe Methods are not the moſt: 
proper for Allaying the People's 3 of 
the Growth. or Introduction of P | 
which can never be ſettled here but — 
by Force or Ignorance. But if the laſt ob- 
tains, there will be the leſs Need of the 
firſt. The Work is then more than half 
done. Aud as I doubt not but the Hands 
of the Popiſtt are buſy'd in all our Diviſi- 
ons; ſo they can never find their Account 
oy % Zing i wo „as in Animating 


the 


other Methods of Padlocking 


; the Chuth and 22 ters agaitiſt. one 


as they never \watited CS — 


2 their N 
zm, as to this Paint, have the 


ies agaibiſt her; 
and if the bunch 
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another to the hig 
Is in An pe K 
render em che the moſt᷑ atcep 


Degree Degree of Rage. 
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Abetiors' Here {inte the Reformatigh, t car- 
agnuinſt it, under in. 
retexts. + The ir Max- 
ibility | 
that's. wanting in their Cburc be They 
know that the farther the Church:recedes 
from the Diſſenters, the nearer ſhe muſt ap- 
Pare toiPopery'© And ſhou d the Diſſent- 
25, by Frowing uneaſy under their Sul⸗ 
ferings, provoke the Gabrrnment to uſe em 
ſtill worſe; then the Urbreſtant Union, In- 
trreſt, and Harty is evidently weaken d. 
Phe greater the Rigo af the Church, the 
ſtronger will be. the racy of all Par- 
Who, if they ſnhou'd ſuc- 
deed," otoi<hs natumlly apt to retaliate: 
gets the better of them, 
fo as ear Fare? then Ignorance, 
and conſequently Pope; are * 
That tliete-i are not ;vain Suggeſtions, be 
plets'd robe who they art * at this 
Juncture are the moſt clamurous againſt the 
Diſſenlernul l bver the Nation, and eagerly 
here at Landon for a further Se- 
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befides' Teaching 
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Car 4 
ter Seffiont or the! Court ef Delegates, is 
Leaping out of the Frying Pan into the 
Fire? Thoſe wicked Hell-Hounds, the 
Informers, will be let looſe upon Sober 
Induſtrious Pebp le; left — 4 the Be- 
nelit of or Fol 4615 and whoſe greateſt 
Crime will be good, and having a 
tender Conſcience. The moſt Corrupt and 
Soperſtitions part of 'the-Clergy,::willi be 
continually Solliciting for more ſuch Laws 
for the better — of the Chureb, and 
them Cas they: us d to do in King 
-Chatle's tay 'oftner than the Goſprl for 
Confe ormity. Politician and the: Pricff, 8 
1188 iuto each others . Hands; will 
not fail Phy. pretexts to Palliate their Crualty: 
The Suter Mit will ſayß ir is becauſe they 
= conform to "then Churel;; and the 
Clergy; Man will ſay, it bis becauſe | 
_ 't coinply with tate. But t 
5 — -Man hs ht Seriouſſy 0:.confider, 
that tv. but an Odiqus contewp- 
tible Figars, when they quit che Duties 
of their Function, to become the In Inſtru / 
ments of Ambitious or Diſcontented Perſons, 
to Enbroil the Publick Affairs: and that when 
the turn of / fuch deſgning Mes is once 
ſerv'd; they commodly.caſt oft. wick Scorn 
their Imp ortunate Prieſto. N 8 es N 
T ry brings me, to. * — 


Able e © et el as 


| chef Tools — 
drt, Leni gur 
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honeſt part of ng de Chub of 
Ballad! in mind of the Promiſes they made 
to the Dienten Ha fh Day Ab. chaſe com- 


mon Diſtreſs. Their Mimerjalt;their Letters, 
their Daclxrations, ao lfull af fpch,Bogage- 


ments.” Bur bone alls their excellent: 1rafts 
againſt Pbpery, where they frequently ex- 


5 yore dy and 'condertiti, then Conduſt into 


Shih ch webe miſled or furpris d againſt 
the Diſſentent ;defiritige1y might be 
Bard and» Forgot, ag it has: effeftualy 

been, till ſome People of late have — 


fi to ru thoſe obd Gores: Lal: hee quote 


2 xr eerie than tuo hundred 
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The Auto of Some Refe- 
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them at':tbeiti REproathe end. Dig e end 
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has brought: them 
of what ' they did, gd dg 8 
Promoting 9h G 125 jor 7 
time ta come. And ou 2 45 22 
Peeviſh aud. e Eecle be 10 
upon a turn oof e 7 
te be now approaching} 1 0 
3 ner, Principle 3 
ft. alli: — yo Jo 128 8 
in eg at being Su 
22 7 nat only by, finding tbr 1 5 45. 
well au the mare Laarne a Dig- 
nifyid and Inferiour Clergy, un rect | 
fix end derermin d cagginſt it: But. by, 
wk the wle, N. nbilit) and Gentry, 
nd hehe able Princes, mes ig Fo 
will be next » ow the. Throne, fu 
paſaftwithialh be, Genergus und Chriſtian 
Furpoſes me Haw Aare of ( making + 120 | 
45 far Liberty of, Conſcience. hy er 
his Praviſion was accordingly War , and 
it in ag 
fulleſt extent, that Lem now Ples 
with thoſe ſame Digi and, Inf 2 
15 i qi Nohili a 
thoſe of your Houſe, where 7 . 
Hopes ark more r parcwerly, place d in thoſe 
H exce ent 
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ebtey &f þ, dee e My Lord, with 
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exon Prelare?, who are ab Ehcere Pro" 
nts üb they are ſtanch Putriotr. We ; 
abe Rot in the leaſt the generous Purpo- 
ſts of (the Illuſtrious Princes whoſe Right 
it will be next to Aſcend) the Throne: 
Aud Her moſt Satred Majeſiy* (who told 
Her ſit Parliament, that they nr By 'al-i 
1 fd Her 4 Steady" obſerver 'of Her 
605 dl trace more ma once from 
the „that ſbe wou d preſerue rhe. 
Toler ctw pr Inviolable.: The Lords and 
Commons, in the Preamble to the Act to 
prevent 'Otca fronat Conformity," declare to: 
the World that the Church of England is 
in principle aginſt Perſecution, and for pre- 
ſerving the Toleration; and therefore, My 
Lord, I hope you'll- not take it amiſs to 
de put in Mind, of what all good Men 
EX will be perform'd. | | 
I am not Ignorant how eauhy certain 
perſons think to Blind the World, with 
confidently aſſerting that the Shutting up. 
of the Diſſenters Schools is no Breach of 
the Toleration, nor ey on ree of | Perſe- 
curton: As if there « be a Real, 
| Toleration, where — are not Permit- 
ted to give an Account of their Faith; 
an Accbting, I mean; not only by Dech- 
rations and Arguments, but alſo by pub- 


lick, Preaching, ' Writing, and Printing. 
| Now, 


C25) 
Now; as he Ii x Right to the Means, 
whoever: has a Right ta the end; | how 
can” theſe People give an Account of” their 
Fricb, if they are not Educated in the 
fame? Or how” ſhall they defend or ex- 
plain it by Preaching and Writing, without 
the Free uſe of Schools for that porpoſe? 
If there were no Perſecution without the 
Ax, the Gibbet, or the Stake, the King 
of France cou'd not be properly ſaid to 
have Perſecuted his Proteſtant Subjects. 
But the Ecclefiaftical Hiſtorian had a truer 
Notion of Perſecution, when he related 
that Paſſage of Julian about the Schools, 
which has ſo readily Suggeſted it ſelf to 
all Men of reading upon this very Occa- 
ſion, Indeed Julian (fays Socrates) avoided 
the too great Cruelty that rag'd in Dio- 
cleſiaus time; yet he did not abſtain from 
 @ll ſorts of Perſecution: For I call it Per- 
ſecution, when Men who lead à Peaceable 
Life are diſturbd in am manner whatſo- 
ever. But be diſturb d the Chriſtians -4 
Publiſhing a Law, that they ſbou d be taught 
no Literature, left, as be ſaid, by Whet- 
ting their Tongues, they be able to anſwer 
tbe Arguments of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
This is a true conception of Perſecution, 
and I Iike the patticular Inſtance of it in 
the Schools the a having been in 
*1.4 WE SB; our 
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Nor do I ſee any Reaſon, why the Clyl- 
dren here may not be taken away from 
their Parents (which was at laſt the Caſe 
there) with as much Juſtice, as. their Eu- 
cation; the King profeſſing all along that 
he had no Intentions. to aboliſn the Tole- 
ration, and yet in the Edict of Revocation he 
ſays, that ſuch were all along his Inten- 


our own days-ſo eth Copy'd-in France: 


tions. 2 n ers nnd 


. 
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conſiſtently the 


1 will not ask ho 


* 


Promoters of the Bill for preventing the 


growth of Schiſm are acting, with Rela- 


tion to Scotland, where the Queen has 


poem Her Royal Aſſent to more than one 
aw, for Securing the true Proteſtant Re- 


| 17 8 and Preſbyterian Government r ; For 
it Pre 
ant Religion, how came they to join with 


tery there be not the true Proteſt- 


Her ' Majeſty in the making of Laws that 
declare it to be ſo? and if their pretence 
ſhou'd be, that different Forms of the true 
Proteſtant Religion ought not to be Suffer'd 
by à National Church, how come theſe 
very Men to preſs for Liberty to the 
Epiſcoparians, in Scotland, and to make 
publick Proviſion for the Maintenance of 


their Miniſters, when the Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters here, are content with the Vo- 
luntary Contributions of their Hearers. 


There 


(27) 
There 5 two Powers of a very extraor- 
dinary Nature granted in ithe Bill, which 
no * in his Wits can think your Lord- 
ſhips Will ever Allow, firſt the Riſhop of 
every Dioceſs is thereby e:ypower'd of hun» 
felF'to* allow 4% "Expoſition of the Cate- 
chiſm; which may not only, pave, the 
Way for a Popiſh Expoſition, but for making 
ſeveral 'expoſitions Diametrically repugnapt 
and 'Contradiftory, The other extrava- 
gant Power is that granted to Juſtices of the 
Peace and to the Spiritual Courts, ſo much 
to the Derogation of the Courts in Weſt- 
minſigr-Hall,, but more particularly to the 
| Prejudice and Diminution of your Lordſhips 
Juriſdiction, that it wou'd be unpardonable 
10 ſay any more upon what is ſure 
engage your Lordſhips immediate concern. 
I ſhall not trouble you, my Lord, with 
any further Objections to this Bill in par- 
ticular, but beg your Lordſhip's Patience 
to read over the Elling Diſcourſe, which 
I think a Compleat Anſwer to it, and to 
every Bill of the kind that ſhall ever be 
ofter'd, I have drawn it up in the 
Cleareſt and moſt Impartial manner 1 
was -able, and am not without hope it 
may have the deſir'd effect upon ingenuous 
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minds. * 
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WI AT T have 1 to theſe 
Sheets concerning Toleration, after 
Reading the beſt Books, relating . to the 
Subject, was Written upon a particular 
| Occafion, but deſerves to be Publith' upon 
any other Occaſion of actual or impending 
Perſecution : As indeed 1t was my principal 
Aim, to handle with the greateſt perſpicuity 
the whole Argument within a narrow 
compaſs; and withall in ſo general à Man- 
ner, as to fit every emergent Circumſtance. 
L will not ſtick to declare my Opinion about 
three ſorts of Readers. And firſt, I 25 pair of 
making any impreſſion upon the Wicked Po- 
litician, who adts in direct oppoſition to his 
Inward Light and Knowledge ; that he may 
cunningly bring about his own private Ends, 
tho? to the manifeſt diminution or deſtruct- 
ion of the publick Welfare. With theſe 
Acheiſte (for they are the ſureſt Atheiſts in 
the World) the moſt ſucceſsful Machine 
in all Ages and Religions has been, the 
pretence of extraordinary Zeal: well 
knowing with what Beaſtly Fury Men 
worry one another, when they are made 


(39) 
to. believe that their Op pponents are. main - 
tzining the Devil's Cauſe, and that t 2 
themſelves are Fighting, for G0 D. 
-bate in. — een; while, 
Clerg yman or is laughing in his ſleeve; 
at. hore ſottiſh Credultty y. But, on the o- 
ther Nat Lan, not without all Lace 
doing 5 upon men 


be has — 5, a daa per- 
petually Repeating by Rote the receiy'd. 
Maxims of his Pay ; or who, by as un- 
juſtifiable a Meaneſs of 8 pirit, has ſuffer d 
himſelf to be made the Senſclels Toel and 
Property of thoſe execrable debitophels.. 
Let when ſuch. Bigots enjoy any Calm In- 
tervals, and that the Warmth is: abated; 
into which they have been ſkilfully 
wrought, they often return to à better 
Underſtanding, ſteering their Conduct ac- 
unt. Or ſhou'd. 2 (whom I fin- | 
cerely 85 ) deceive my Expectations, pro- 1 
ving as to the faireſt Reaſoning, as. ad | 
their TOs: are harden'd both to Piety 1 
and Probity; I am however moſt certain, | 
that all Impartiali Perſons of all Perſwaſſons ö 
will as much approve. the APO Prin- 
cl iple of Toleration, here honeſt Stated, 
a they will abbor the Helliſh actice of 
Perſecution, 
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Peiſeucion, Paitited in no BH ur Ooladrs 

thih it deſerves: And 1 0 e 
they will ſtrenüguſly join theit Hearts aud 

Hands together "againſt ney Abettor of 
23 _ Civit-or Religious Tyranny. ae rape oe 
F o enter now upon the Sobjet! ware 
to cöfiſider firſt of all, That ho Argument 

| can be drawn for! Compulfion it in Matters of 
Rengiqh, from the Power of the Magiſtrate 

to pünfſn Offenüers in the State: 55 or the 


Büfett 1 the M 1 ate being to take care 
t, and to 9 er 
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1205 gl to the Piſturbanee“ or > Subverſion 
of 5 & Society, and to the injuring of any 
ah jn his Vene or Poſſeſlions; but he 
has“ Sorting to do with what either does 
. no Harm in theſe reſpects to any Body, or 
8 that wholly confiſts 1n 'Speculation- 0 
o__ e therefore reſtrains outward 
ranfgteſſions ##d'/immotal” Actions, let 
the Motives of him that commits them be 
what they will: But he can take no Cog- 
nizante/of thoſe Inward Diſpoſirions which 
are wholly ſeated in the Mind, nor can he 
certainly ſudge of the Docility or invincible 
Errors 'of officers,” whether they truly 
waht Eight and Satisfaction, or are Whim- 


fical, ROY and Refradtory. S3 v5" 
| wit 


(3x) TI. 
with Relpect to the Goveinment tis all the 
ſame to the! Magiſtrates, whether a Man be 
Sincere or à Hypocrite in!./his Opinions, | 
fince: no other receives any Damage, tho | 
perhaps he gets no good by them Hhimfelfs | 
Had the Bigot always obſerv'd this Diſtin- 
ction, he had ndt/Confounded Perſecution 
for Opinions with Puniſhments for Crimes, 

wich he does, when he ſays as a Parallel, 
that i certain Pexſont were not daily Perſe- 
cuted at certain places called Old Bailies me 
ſbou d neither Sleep, Wall, nor Ride in Safety. 
We are all! agreed, that as Men have 
different Capacities, Apprehenſions, and 
Opportunities, ſo they cannot Poe Aa 
have Different Notions of things. This is = 
no truer of Men in Free, than in Arbitrary: 
Domintons: with this difference however, 8 
that a Variety of Opinions is a certain 8 
Sign of a Free Government. And no 
wonder, ſince Men are there permitted to 
live as Men, making uſe of their reaſoning 
Faculties, and ſpeaking what they think, 
as they think what they pleaſe, acted by 
a Sober and judicious deſire of Knowledge: 
It being Granted then that we cannot 
be of the ſame Mind in all things, the 
only Queſtion is about openy Profeſſing 
our Sentiments, and particularly about 
*0 cr c 56% 20 ie <1; 2 eee 


— 


* 
3 E 
ee 


— 


— * . ” . 8 
e 


| Dodrines, or Worſhip; and therefore he 


ment. The 
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joinitig to his Profeſſion! ſuch External 
Ceremmnies, as every Sect or Perſon does 
judge the moſt agreeable to God, or de- 
cent and convenient among Men. As for 
che meer Articles of any Man's Creed , they 
hurt no Body beſides; for tho 4 Man may 


ſpend his time in vain, who thinks he pro- 
fits very much by Praying an Hour to a Saint 
or an aol, how does ſuch his belief injure 
me, or any other? and if the Rites he uſes 


be zs harmleſs: to his Neighbour, tho! in 


themſelves Wee. or 5 why 3 
any compell him, if he will not be per- 
ſwaded to quit them? As a Man may kill 


his own Calf or eat his own Loaf at 


Home (to uſe the Inſtance of a Celebrated 
Author) ſo he may do in his Cloſet or in 
his Temple, without Loſs or Danger to 
any Man. But when ſuch Obſervances 


are with Juſtice: prohibited, tis not as they 


are the Ceremonies of any Religion, but 


as they are Deſtructive of Society; for 


which Reaſon Human Sacrifices delerv'd 
to be aboliſh'd, but not as Honour was in- 
tended thereby to the Deity. Otherwiſe, 
no Man hurts another by his particular 


ought not to be Puniſn'd, becauſe not 
Guilty of any Fault againſt the Govern- 
Time or Place, the Habit or 

. Poſture, 


End (ig) 
Poſture; and other Nreeſſary Circumſtances 
of Worſhip, may be god and convenicit 
g fter ſeveral manners; but to all Men and 
in al! Seafors and Cbuntriedotbey calmdc 
| poſſibly be the ſang! e ene tee 
Nor a8 all $obieties nauit neceſſiril 
agree on theit 22 Rules what l 
res it me ho. ordet their Affairs, 
if they ledve me oo bert to do in mine 
as I pleaſe? Let ſuppoſe holding and - 
dee e Free 
puniſh'd, Where fia 
ſuch Controvetſies? L do nbt fa — | 
wich is à jeſt, but who is of _neither: ſide, 
as tlle Magiftears daght to be in, primt caf 
Properiyi Ot where will the Conſe | 
of this Practice ſtbpꝰ For: fack as are Pet- 
ee now will Reſon gre 
ate got Uppermoſt, as it often; Happafts 
in this Chang ble World: and the dthets 
cannot perſwade them that they ouglrt nat 
to do às themſelves did, betauſc the 
(forſootii) are Sbund and Graboden, aH 
theſe are Ar + Haticks; Heretic Woluters, 
or Unbzlizvers; for.every:Mamthinks him- 
ſelf in the Right, and ill or / may uſe the 
like Power Ne} is able I wonder thexe- 
fore 'howiſurh ug hre Advdeatts bf any got 


of Neſfum among ùs (for they ar — 
Aham uf the Word Perfratian). ſhou d 


| pretend: to blame che Serverities under the 
e 


C340 | 
Roman Emperors, or declaim againſt the 
Mabometan for Propagating the Alcoran 
by the Sword; when ſome Chriftians in 
Perſecuting one another, and not ſeldom 
Forcing whole Countries to their Way 

(as Charles the Great did the Saxons, the 
uſe of Auſtria the Bohemians,' and Lewis 
{ . X the F ourteenth - his Reform'd Subjects) 
have even outdone the moſt Barbarous Na- 
1 tions, are Shame to Humanity, are far 
more Savage dun Lyons, Bears, or Ty- 
gers, and the real Cauſers of Atheiſm. 
Here ſome Sect or Party will ſay, we 
att not ſo Cruel aud Bloody an thoſs you 
mention, but very Moderate in our Re- 
ſtraints, laying only ſuch eaſy Mulcts and 
Penalties as may diſpoſe People to conſider, 
or perhaps bring them to Church to be in 
the Way of Inſtruction, and that they may 
hearken to the Truth. Now all this 1s 
Sophiſtry and IIluſion. There's no Pu- 
mh ib mall, but it. juſtifies a greater. 
He that fines me a Shilling every Sunday 
_ (Fabſent from the Publick Worſhip, may 
fine tie TW, or Ten, or Twenty, if he 
thinks this will make me comply. He that 
likewiſe deprives me of my Liberty for 
Three! Months, may, depr ive me gf my 
Life for ever and he does as much in Ei- 

fect, who brings me to Poverty or Dil- 

grace. Every one of theſe; Puniſhments is 

„ dave LE; cc. Mb 


FT X T FF 3 * © OY I ORC ERED 


an abſolutePerſecution, which my be properly 
defin'd, 4 Man's Suffering in an manner for 
bis Opinion; and a Perſecutor is juſthy(li-. 
ken'd to the Tyrant Procruſtes, who wou'd- 
needs bring all Men to the exact Mea- 
ſure of his own Size, Stretching out 
thoſe that were ſhorter, and Cutting ſhort 
thoſe that wereJonger than himſelf. And 
'tis plain, that the leaſt of theſe Perſæcu- 
tions does naturally, if not ittevitably, lead 
to the greateſt; not without good Rea- 
ſon, ſince if a ſmall Degres bas any Ef- 
fect, a greater muſt have more. They 
impoſe on themſelves and others there - 
fore, who pretend that an Incapacity from 
Educating their Children as they pleaſe, and 
Training up Young Miniſters, is no Perſę- 
cution, nor inconſiſtent with the Tolera- 
tion of” Religions. As for ' Compelling 
Men to come to Church, or, as they 
call it, into the Way of Inſtruction, this 
Treatment, inſtead of 'Difpofing em to 
hearken and examine, does infallibly pre- 
Judice and imbitter them, taking them- 
ſelves to be mockd by thoſe who profeſs 
a Tenderneſs for them, and who nevertheleſs: 
uſe dem as bärbarouſly as if they were not 
reaſonable" Creatures: eſpecially when they 
reflect, that the ſame Kinduels is pre- 
tended dy ſuch as Revile;:Impriſon, or 
Baniſh, who deliver their Bodies to the 
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Executiener here, and their Souls to the 


monies or Arguments, Which Perfecutors 


alledge in Behalf of Religion, tha poſ- 
fibhy frue- in themſelves, vet. lofe all 
their Weight with their Hearers, who re- 


mark that they do not truſt their Cauſe to 


the Evidence of ſuch Proofs, and therefore 
believe they mend. it out of Intereſt, as 


they ſupport/on propagate it by Violence, 


which may 26: well be done for the Falſe 


Fa 


. 0 Fad % 


* Men, youll I ſay, ſhqu'd not think thus, 
but tis certain they will think thus: And 
in all Political: Legiſlative Proceedings we 
are not ſo much te mind what Men 


_ ought” to be, 3s What they are.: Then 


as for laying em under Gentle Fings. to 
make em conſider, it looks as if we 
thought none did conſider but our ſelves; 
or if we allow any others to do ſo, wh 
do we hold thoſg that do conſider and thoſe 
that, do not conſider alike. culpable?- It it 
be reply'd that they have not canſider d 
Suffctently,, tho they proteſt to have ſin- 
cerely us d their utmoſt Application; the 
Meaning is plain, that we allow none to 
think Sufficiently, but ſuch Who think as 
we do: wherefore to ſay, that thoſe who do 


not conform. are-Weak or Obſtinate, is to ſap. 


that they are Weak or Obſtinate who do 


not conform. | Now, 


CH). 


Now, from all this it follows728 elear 
as the Sun, that the Magiſtrate, taking 
— of the Civil Intereſts of tlie Goavern- 
ment, is to leave all Men to their own 
Perſwafion in matters of meer Religion; 
and that Admonitions and . Advice, — | 
ſwaſion, Arguments, and Example, 
the only efficacious Spiritual Arms, or = 
means of converting 'the Erroneou | 
Queſtion with him is not if Mens 
nions be true, or their Ceremonies t 
Beſt, but if ing! be Hurtful or not; 
they are ſtill leſs to be forced when 
reckon d Indifferent, * the 
not be ſo to another, or, if 1ey be 
indifferent to him, tis like he will not 
have them impos'd on him as Nece 
In tkeſe or the like Caſes twere better to Et 
ſuch Diſputes inſenſibly drop on all Hands, 
than to Create - any Diſturbanca about 
matters of _ Importance. So long as 
we are not Hurt or Injur d, God is the 
Judge of the Honour or Piber done 
to him; and that Law in. the twelve 
Tables of Antient Heathen Rome is to be 
1(h'd 8 obſerv d 9 Cbri yy | 
me 2 Divos adeunto Lectur 
Tecerit, — e, of 8 2 be 


| Gods tbe | 
Guilty ud W 1 1. 60 72 1 | 
a e a 0 


* the Avenger. But 


CP: 75; 
God to be Potent enough to vindicate profane Ad- 
dreſſes or Clement enough to forgive well-mean- 
ing Ignorance: But we Chriſtiags muſt come to the 
Help of the Lord againſt, the Mig 55 and be more 
725 to execute his Juſtice than to exerciſe his 
r ern n ee e 
0 Ne is init ſelf fo Horrid and Abomina - 
ble, ſo prejudicial to Truth, and fo deſtruQtire to 
Society, that nothing more demonſtrates the Pra - 
vity of Humane Nature, than to find it ever had 
any Advocates or Abettors in the World. It 
Obftruds all Progreſs in Knowledge, or Advance 
ment of Learning and Sciences, which is as 
true of Divinity as of Politicks or Philoſophy : 
and; on the other Hand, it begets 8 Pre- 
judice, Narrowneſs of Soul, a Slaviſh Diſpoſition, 
a Brutal Barbarity, and, what is pretended to Cure, 
petual Uneaſineſs, Diſtractions, and Diſturban · 
ces, Theſe effects are as Natural to Prateſfant as to 
Popiſh Perſecution. Froteſſant Lubeck in its empty 
Streets, ſmarts as much for denyir 5 Liberty to 
its Inhabitants, as 'Popjſh Colen; and the Contrary 
bol all this is ſeen, where Men enjoy a Full and Im- 
partial Ibleration, witneſs the I pes Plenty, 
Riches, Power, and Populouſneſs of Holland. How 
amazing is.t,that Men ſhou d proceed fo far as to put 
their Fellows to Death by Murders, or Maſſacres, 
or under Forms of Law, not becauſe they are not 
Temperate, Charitable, Meek, Honeſt, Good or 
ro (which 4 — ov, reckon'd 
e Symptoms of their Hereſy) but for Notions, 
Faſhions; abſtruſe e Diſcipline, 
Rites. Putting a Man to Death for a Religion 
by which Tou think Salvation is not to be had, is 
no better Nor worſe, than the Action of that Ita. 


| tian; who made his Enemy blaſpheme God, and 
l an then 


(39) 

then ſtab d him that he might be damm d. We 
may expreſs what Deteſtztipn we plea Fw 
thoſe Brathens, who a ſaid to have 
mane }/idims , "but Men to Death for Re- 
ligion, 1s. abſolutely 7 directly making tbem 

rateful Sacrifices to God for corrupting his In- 
Riturons, * Goats were offer d to urge BE 
Serge ing his Vines. 

Wee . allect that Death en | 
inflicted on. Hereticks; which are all th — ya, 
. do as they are did; and N this execrable 

retence they have deſtroy many Millions by, 


ſeveral other: Barbarities, beſ des their horrendous, 


ſt unmerciful, and unparalleFd Court of Inqui- 
ion, never ſatiated with Blood, nor weary d with 


2 e e exerciſingtheir Cru- 
elties on Jews, Injidels, and all 5 


am that will not "ug abiolute Slaves to the Pape.and 

bis c lergy. Calvin, Bexa, and Rutherford, are not the 

only Proteſtants, who, contrary to the Spirit of the 

| n alte Books to recom Compu 2 

in matters igion, and to juſtify in pextain 

ſes the 0 Hereticts and ee 175 

Servetus was burnt, for Arianiſir at Geneva, and BE 
axciſcus Day 


lemtine Gentilis for Tritheiſm.at. Bern. Frauciſen 
15 was 5 


vidis, / denying Adoration to 
7 ecuted 42 e aland, 


ut - 
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for ercy amo 
| , Br 0 


inning of the R dente 
_ ee e 8 
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dn 


and for-defending 
| wer x in the Reiter 
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them under Pain of Suffering 


'r 


| 45d Evrojieons. This is tot the vb Toy all Ages and 
Ambitibus or Diſcottented Perſor d, ſtramger 


aad Daſitbys all i | 
110 9 al mr 
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g thoſe of the 45 and gel 

n of King 7 Jane, the Firſt, who 
more eager than the very Biſhops to ety out 

and Flues and Twit to other Inſtan- 


5 2 of this kind cot d be produt d among Froteſ . 


here before or ſince that time. 

is ĩt polſible to revent this, if Perſe 
allow d in any „for we hive 
t this leaft Dae does jufti the prea- 
pofſeſ#d-of ſuch a — 
will not fa 1 (as Univetfal Experience hows) to 
preath ſuch Notions as tnake for their own 


dit and Advantage, and none muſt —— 
for it one Day or 


Another. But wiſe Men will obſerve, that, con- 


fflering the Paſſtont and Frailties of Human 
inclin'd to 


Hetarodos 


a'tire, the moſt Orthodox Dibines, 
ch Methods, no leſs than the ind 


Eouittrits; ſiice the Eſtabliſiment of Cray, 
Sto t 


in 


Tenor öf the Gofpel, have endeavour d to ga 


5 the MbNitulte t6 cheik fide of Zealobs and Seditout 


9 


ing the Deepeſt Impreſſions on 


the Minds of the Pev who think 1 obey 

_ whett they i Divi but that they 

on! eri obey Men when they Is. ghar 
fo according e ebe 1 


indttong they Apply that Tert of Scriptuse to 
. e ee | 


4 Meni be acceptable 
e Pence of the World, 


tby t 
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no Rook | in the Worla half ſo expreſs for Toleru- 
tion orb \ Petdmptory againſt Prrſecation, as the 
Nen Teſtament; ' 

There remain two objedtions luft this DoR- 
Des to He Boner ee 

ous to and that Di- 

Rebgrons is inconſiſtent with all good Government, 

as being the Occaſion of Tumults and Diſorders. 
In anſwer to the firſt of theſe we have already 
None ce Opin: the lig having no Right 

ons, rate aving no Right 

to Diſturb any Church as a Conventicle or untaw- 
ful, ſince what they ate about is lawful and good, 
to wit, the Worſhip of God. As to the Da 
from Private' Meetings, where Men might 
Hatching Treaſon under Pretext of Preaching 
Religion, the Severity of their Enemies ĩs ts Blame 
if the Privacy of ſuch Conventicles be ſuſpected; 
and all complaints againft em will. ceaſe where- - 
ver a Free Toleratios is Eſtabliſh'd, as may be ſeen 
now m'this Kingdom where no ſuch 'PrivateMeetings 
= held, 2 Doors of all Religious Aſſemblies 

Open and Ftee for any Man to enter as 
thoſe of the _— Chnrch. And tis moſt Imper- 
tinent, I 2, Diſingenuous and Inſolent, for 
Perſecuting | 2 to brand any Private 
Meetings with i the Name of Conventicles, as the 
firſt Chrifian Chriſtian Aſſemblies were Opprobi- 
ouſly call d by theHeatbens;or for Perſecuting Wri- 
ters to Challe e an Anſwer to what they Publi'h 
themſelves; and then to Sollicite the Puniſhment of 
the Authors for defendih their Belief, tho at 
their own Requeſt and Deſire. This commonly 
keeps the Advdcates of truth filent, and makes 
therr Adverſaties Ridiculouſly Triumph. 3 
Wh. 2d Objection * compleat a 


brings 


2 (C42). 

brings us nearer to our Pdiat:/For if:Diverſity of 
. Rehig:ons. in the State, or even Diver ſities: in the 
ſame Religion, be inconſiſtent with Govern- 
ment, it muſt he confeſs d, that all we have ſaid 


hitherto about Taleration was to no Purpdſe. But 
s it not obvious and manifeſt, that: not the Dif. 
ference of Opinions, but uſuig Men ilb for this 
Difference, is the true Cauſe ofall the Hatred and 
Animoſity between various Sects. Of this the 
Heat hens are an Example, who differ d. among 
themſelves as much as we do, and wrote #s many 
Books againſt one another, which is Praiſe wor- 
thy and lawful for each to inform; inſtruct, or 
perſwade his Neighbour , but none of em ſuffer 
ing for their Diſſent, and being all emplby'd in 
the State without Preference ar Diſtinction, there 
were no Diſorders among em on a Religious Ac- 
count. This is not more peculiar to the Genius of 
Heat bens than to any other Communities of Men 
under the like Circumſtances, as it appears in Hol 
land, in many Parts of Germany, and in ſome other 
Places of the World, where they have many Re- 
ligions, and yet they occaſion no Diſorders. 
Me our ſelves the nearer we approach this ſtate, 
the more we enjoy the Benefits af it, and the more 
we are likewiſe convinc'd that Dive. ſty of Religion: 
is ſo farr from being Dangerous; that it ought ra- 
ther to be counted Beneficial, as it creates a noble 
Emulation in Manners, Learhing, Induſtry, and 
Loyalty. The Diffenters are as Faithful to the 
Prince, and as Zealous for the Government, a- 
gainſt all Foreigu or Domeſtick Enemies as the 
Church Eftabliſh'd by Law; their Purſes are as o- 
pen to ſupport borh, and their- Hands (if they 
were permitted) are as ready to defend them as 
any whatſoever. Our People or᷑ all ſorts, u 25 
Ard | elt 
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T 
leſt to themſelves, drive their Traffick and Com- 
merce, ſet u their Stocks and Companies and 
keep their Feaſts and Clubs promiſcuouſſy, with-' 
out Exception to' one anothers Opinion. And 
who ſees not, that the Heats which yet remain 
among us, ate by no means oi ing to the Church 
of England, or the Different Perſwaſions from it; 
but to that Party, ho, under pretence of being 
this Church, endeavotr to take away our Liberty 
of Conſrience, or, Which is as bad, to hinder the 
vernment from making it 'mor* Durable and 
Compleat? I Appeal to all the Subjects of Eng- 
land, if this be not ſo in Fact; or it an is yet in 
Doubt of what can be a Secret to no Body, let 
him but conſider who are the Complainers, the 
Diſenting Religions, or certain Members of the 
Eftablifh'4 Church. Tis a Notion therefore utterly 
Falſe tho* Common, That its neceſſary for a Go- 
vernment to have but one Religion. Nor do I 
ſee any Reaſon why, we ſhou'd even with for ſuch 
a Thing, as nevertheleſs many good Tolerants 
do; for to Worſhip God purely and ſincerely, it 
is not neceſſary that it be done by every Body 
in the fame manner: beſides that it's fooliſh to 
wilh'wher is impoſſible to be obtain'd, ſince Men 
will inevitably be of different Opinions, and that 
in free Governments they may ſafel/ profeſs 

marie 0 1077 ann ron Pr 3 5 
If the Bigot has any Project in Reſerve, to make 
all Men in all Things of one Mind, let him Pub- 
liſh ſo advantageons a Diſcovery to the World, 
But as for the'Expedient hewiſhes, and which is 
the ſtale pretext for Perſecution, viz. That the 
Frince may hav? the Heart: of all the Subjeds, I, 
that am no Projector, will, for once, help him to 
that, and not value myſelf on the Secret neither, 
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y differ ſtill 5 the he Clergy 

0 the National Church] be ob 7 


Lak Liberty 
Gap, the were = 1 ls — 


Petition the ra agg Wn ed; — 
ten will deten Beg: il be for. Li 
berty. ay not 4 ing burc continue in 
er Splendour, tho the 815 continue in their 


ebe ; as a great Lord lives never the work, 


th 2s ſome mean. neighbouring Cottages 
Peer of Chef 


They 1300 re, 27 to the Hrecept 
and the firſt Rule of Mo rality, that we ſhou d 
but do by them, as in che like Caſe we wog'd be 
. unto our Ives: And, conſidering mo 

Popifts that Heretick Aſſemblies are hunt 

. pete while Gangs for Dehauch and 
Riot ”y left undiſturb'd, it was a juſt Requeſt, 
denn e y worded, which the Frateſfants made to 


them ſomewhere; that 0 might have as much 
e 


Liberty to ſerve God, as the Church's Fraends had 
to ſerve the Devil, and they wou d deſire no more. 
Toleration in a word, Neal Abſolute Toleration, 
whether of different Religi giom, or of Diver ſties in the 
ſame Religon (this laſt bog the Caſe of the Pro- 
Sho Diſſeuters) is the molt Infallible Method of 
reſerving the National Church, and of perpetu- 


ateing the Tranquility, as well as Augmenting 


the Wealth, Power, and Plenty of the Nation. That 


«aall the National Church (True or wine * 
P . and places of Worſhip are Maintains 


. 


, ets. Got 


Aer, or any Sett of Minfers, 
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the Members, that are not Diſabl d | 

We alr oy'd, that- the eres TE | 
gd in »þ — tg Le Lexar dog oy X | 
Talrated 1 — amd 22 ae N 


951 with the ily of * the the Garnoens, of 


PE 


Net or can — 
onal Church, if ng wou 'd, bat & 
others, not of their Communion. - 


tion long enough to little Pur ſe, if their — 4 a 

was only to induce a People enjoying Lare __ _ 

make * the National Mini ers. | . 
But when the Cauſe is the People's own, gs o 

remove any Yoke laid upon them by the Natiq» 

nal Church (Suppoſe, for gample in the Fa 

tion of their Children) they are ciſpas'd 

enough all over the World to hear their Miniftors, 

or any others that exhort them to ſhake off 4 

1 by which they think themſelves was" 1 

E Man-wou'd naturally be at eaſe., Thus. 

that the other Se#s combin'd with the Hes: 

1 formerly: Yet not to advance em to 


thy Preemipence of a National Church, but to Pull 


down 


National Grievance. 


C N 


down A Church. Power, that Oppreſſed em all with 


' # Heavy Yoke and Intolerable Hand. For when 


the Fyerbyteriam wou'd as — 0 1 rea 
the ſame Power as the Bi 5 
before them, theſe very Seck 2 0 with "this 
onted Epiſcoparians/and the New Sprung Puakers, 
did all ſucceſsfully 7 Join together to un rmine 
the Pyribyteriam. In con junctures of this kind 
there nd Neceſlity of Agents or Treaties between 
the Several Parties (as there was at that time 
no ſettle d Intercourſe or Correſpondence between 
ſo many Heftile and . Intereſts) becauſe 
all are United of Courſe by preſent Suffering or 
imminent Danger: and, however diſagreeing in 
other matters, yet by a ſort of Mechaniſm in Poli- 
ticks, People will natnrally tend to the ſame cem er 
of Oppo ſition againſt a common Adverſary. But 
Wiſe 1 good Miniſters of State will never pur- 


ſue any Meaſures that will Unite ſo many differ. 
„ Intereſts» ainſt them; ſince theſe will never 


agree Gli they ate all Toueht by ſomething, 
liel "moſt! therefore be a General it not 2 
What remains then? In the fieſt lows; lot the 
National Church conitivivie in Her Legal Ecelefiaftical 
Prebeminence to perpetuity; Jet Her Clergy enjoy 
all their Diguities, Immunities, and Poſſeſſions, 
with ſuch other Beneficig! Priviledges which may 
be added to theſe}; not Repugant to our Happy 
Government. Secondly, let the Tolerated Churches | 
likewiſe enjoy their egel Religious Liberty in its 
full extent for ever; let them be treated, as Well 
as reputed, like good Subjects, and let them re. 
ceive all the Encouragement due to ſuch, Withoht 
any Partial diſtindidn. Thirdly, let it be the 


Lirevocable Law of this Landi haf hate dn 
is 


5 
is not content with this Cuil and Religion [55 
berty, but ſhall endeavour at any time by force to 
make them ſelves the National Charch, be to 
all Intents and Parpoſes reduc'd to the Condition 
of Helot. or Slaves But there will be no Feat᷑ of 


this direful Mifortune befalliig any; for oe 


of the National (Church, finding themſelves in- all 
Reſpects ſecure and Unmoleſted; will never ſeek 
to oppieſs the Diſſenterm. The: Diſſenters, being 
permittel to Worſſiip God as they think proper, 


to Iuſtruct their Children in their dn Way, and 
equalhy Shareing with othem the Treatment ok 
132 Will never go about to diftarb the 
ional Gharch; meer ly to be esd of what they 

Contributè to their. Aſini eri And the Miniſfers, 
being near as wel lr vided:for ãn this manner aa 
if they had the- Bene fces of the Church (for 
Gre agree not with their Parity) 
will contentedly remain as they are; ſince they 


the Greater Dig sitie: 


can get nothing, and will Run à Hazard tb 


all, by the Change. This in Theory is Demon- 


ſtration, and ſince the Revolution id no leſe ſo in 

act: Nor can any Inſtance be alleg d to the Con- 
trary at any time, but what: will be manifeſtly 
found to be the Effect of an Actual or Viſibly 


Intended Perſecution, which ſtill makes our Doctrine 
more a Demonſtratiom if more or leſs in Demons | 


ſtration were poſſible. 


From the Blefling of ſuch. a Toleration we ex 


clude none, but ſuch as by their Principle and 
Practice deny it to all others; in which Reſpect, 
I cahnot but look on the Fapie as Enemies to 
Human Nature, as well as ta. the Purity of Re- 
ligion, and the Augmentation of Learning. 
Nor are they leſs Enemies to Mankind by their 


Doctrine of Diſperſations from Ott hs, and their 
| EY Mt avowedly 
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avowedly K:eping no Faith with ſach as they count 
Hereticks, a Doctrine that makes em incapable 
of any Fellowſhip on the Square with others, 
being equally inconſiſtent with private Faith 
and publick Society. In reality, this renders tiiem 
worſe than Atheiſts, who, it they are under no 
Tye from Injuring others, yet ate they under 
no Tye to injure: them. It is not therefore as a 
Religion that I think Popery, and Popery alone, in- 
tolerable (ſince their merely Religious Doctrines, 
tho? highly Erroneous, yet hurt none except 
themſelves) but I exclude them as they are a Fo- 
litiral Faction, who are Sworn to Exterminate (as 
they actually do Exterminate wherever they have 
Power) all but thoſe of their own Commamon, 
and who, whereſoever they are, own the Pope for 
their Superior, in derogation of the Allegiance due 
to their Natural Sovereigns, to the infinite dif- 
turbance of Civil Government. This being un- 
deniably the Genius of the Romiſß Superſtition, the 
fureſt way to keep it out of theſe Nations, is the 
Toleration of all Proteſtants indifferently ; who, for 
preſerving their molt precious common Liberty, 
will all heartily Unite againſt this Spiritual Ty- 
ram, tho they neceſſarily Differ among them- 
ſelves in things merely Speculative or Indifferent. 
To Conclude, The leſs there is any where of this 
Tolerating Chriſtian Spirit, the more there is of the 
Antichriſtian Spirit of Compulſion : And it has been 
conſtantly obſerv'd, That in Great Britain the 
Growth of Popery never fails to accompany the 
Perſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters, from both which 
God of his infinite Mercy preſerve us. 
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